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Where and What Is This?

The first person to correctly identify the site in the photo above will be recognized as a truly
perceptive scholar. Hint: We re not looking for information on the large structure that dominates
the site in the photo. Please send your response to: Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org.

What area residents were talking about in early September 1979
Noted below are news items, originally published in the East Branch Citizen 36 years ago.

e Several tenants of the Lakeside Apartment complex, located in several buildings between
East Lancaster and East Pennsylvania Avenues in the borough (now known as the Downingtown
Commons) expressed fear since it had been the site of four, arson-caused fires that resulted in
four deaths between 1975 and 1978. The complex had been known as the Downingtown East
Apartments when it opened in the early 1960s, until the name was changed to the Lakeside
Apartments, following a fire in 1978 that took the lives of three elderly women.

e The Christian Education Committee at St. James Episcopal Church, Downingtown,
included Russell Faffette, Nancy McCleary, Dixie Gailey, David Smith, Sadie and Sam Greer,
Sandy Shaffer, and Betty Hayes.
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e Downingtown’s John DiBernardi, a recent graduate of Villanova University, appeared
on “Whew,” a CBS daytime game show, which was produced in Los Angeles. In addition to
briefly meeting Valerie Bertinelli on the show’s set, John won: $2,640, Kentucky Fried Chicken
every Sunday for a year, a coffeemaker, and undetermined amounts of Trident gum, stone
ground wheat crackers and Z-brick wall covering.

e Although the Whippets scored first on a 12-yard pass from Tom Quinn to Ed Novak, the
DHS football squad lost its opener, 14-12, to Upper Darby. Coach Chic Chiccino said his team
“did everything right, but win the ballgame.” He praised the efforts of linebackers Todd McNeil,
Glenn Davis, Greg Wilson and Dom Bartone.

Those responsible for Marshallton Methodist Church’s annual picnic were Susie James,
Winnie Johnson, Delores McClure, Brenda Johnson, Ellen Barker, Clint Fetterman, Brenda Nye,
Carol Chapman, Bill and Dot James, Joan and Ron Trimble, Alice Shoemaker, and Lynn
Seegers.

® Becky Desmond, coach of the DHS girls’ tennis team, which had a 9-2 record in 1978,
said only two letter winners were returning this season. They were co-captains Judy O’Connell
and Pam Smith; the two seniors were slated to play first and second singles, respectively.
Expected to be third and fourth singles players were Chris Lefko and Sarah Nothstine.

® The staff of Messiah Lutheran Church’s Sunday School included Jayne Westley,
Sylvia Kipp, Miriam Madden, Vera Metivier, Allen and Sally Covington, William and Dorothy
Shaw, Roberta Sabotta, Sue Larson, Joan Vincent, Richard Nields, Lucille and Bob Clark, Mary
Autry, Cheryl Tyson, Len Snyder, Michael Petrillo, and Fred and Karen Ford.

® Jerry Nowak, who was about to make his debut as head coach of the DHS boys’ cross-
country team, inherited a veteran squad. Returning lettermen were Steve Beaver, Ray Bixler,
Matt Mingione, Shawn Urbine, Larry Williams and Rob Sanders. Bill Schmidt, who guided the
girls’ cross-country team, had these returning letter winners: Jeanine Cheek, Melanie Wix,
Megan McAuliffe and Lee Mclintyre.

e Recent property transfers included: 202 Autumn Drive, Uwchlan, $115,165; 1307
Lawson Lane, West Bradford, $55,215; 12 Gunning Lane, East Caln, $54,850; 453 Delphi Court,
Caln, $44,900; 4 Tradition Lane, East Brandywine, $60,000; 301 South Balderston Drive, West
Whiteland Drive, $90,520. Also, the property at Jackson Avenue and Green Street in
Downingtown, which formerly had been owned by the Beloit Corp., was sold to Tabas
Enterprises for $330,000.

e The eight letter winners on Coach Sally Anderson’s DHS field hockey team were
Doreen Warihay, Anne Hayes, Debbie Klein, Tina Arcaro, Linda Carroll, Laura Roepe, Sue
Widen and Barrie Benjamin. Also competing for playing time were Betty Tiller, Donna Allison,
Sue Daylor, Danine DiBernardi, Julie Sten, Sherri Sarmento and Amy Horne.

e St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Lionville, dedicated its new house of worship. It was the
congregation’s third church since it was established in 1835. Features of the new church, which
was added to a renovated stone and timber bank barn, were a large chancel window designed by
Philadelphia’s Willet Studios and a computerized organ from Allen Organ Co., of Macungie, Pa.

e The DHS golf team, which came in second last year with a 9-2 Ches-Mont record, had
four returning lettermen: Eric Meyer, Brad Weiss, Bob Minster and Jeff Birch.

e The DHS boys’ soccer team won its first Ches-Mont match with a 6-0 victory over
Boyertown. Mike Pastino had two goals, and Tom Urban, Mark Mathis, Rob Hellhake and Vince
Forgione each tallied one.



News in the May 1921 editions of The Archive

e The eight students who graduated from Lionville High School in 1921 were: Alvin
Phipps, Mabel Gordon, Catherine Dinkel, Joseph and Francis Dinsdale, Lewis Bond, Mary Rice
and Allan Smedley. Some of the new graduates of the two-year high school planned to go on and
earn a high school diploma at DHS or West Chester High School.

e Members of the Minquas Fire Co. were promoting the installation of bowling alleys at
the firehouse because many of them had to go out of town to bowl.

e Four local residents bought the Hunt mansion property—bounded by Hunt, Highland
and West Lancaster Avenues in the borough. Built in 1727, on the 500-acre estate of
Downingtown pioneer Roger Hunt, his seven children were born in the mansion. After razing the
mansion, the buyers said they planned to subdivide the tract into four equal building lots.

e The borough was abuzz about the DHS baseball team losing an 18-inning, 4-3 heart-
breaker to Spring City. Earl Garrison, who struck out 22 Spring City batters, pitched the entire
game for Downingtown.

e Local residents were also excited by the DHS track team’s second place finish at the
Penn Relays, losing to the winning Swarthmore High team by a sliver. And broad jumper Fred
Runk was doing so well in his first year of competition that he was invited to compete in a
special competition at the University of Chicago.

e The POSA’s minstrel show at the Opera House was a huge success, especially the four
end men—George Taylor, Archie Baen, Ross Keech and Ray Greenleaf.

e The most recent project pursued by the Downingtown Development Co. was to replace
the town’s crumbling brick sidewalks with cement pavements. The strategy was to get a masonry
contractor to bid on the laying a minimum of 7,000 cubic feet of pavement around the town, in
order to minimize the cost of the cement sidewalk for each willing property owner.

U.S. Continental Congress delegate was born in Downingtown area
Alert Fire Co. historian Jeff Stevens informs us that a relative, William Henry (1729-1786), was
a Pennsylvania patriot, who was born in the Downingtown area. He moved to Lancaster after his
father died here in 1747. Henry was a Pennsylvania delegate to the Continental Congress (1784-
1785). Henry also was a gunsmith and provided rifles to the British during the French and Indian
War: By 1760, Henry had largely abandoned his occupation of gunsmith and had become a
successful ironmonger and merchant in Lancaster. Henry also was a common pleas court judge
in Lancaster County in 1770, 1773 and 1777; canal commissioner of Pennsylvania in 1771;
member of the State Assembly in 1776; assistant commissary general with the rank of colonel
for the district of Lancaster, Pa., during the Revolutionary War; member of the council of safety
1777; treasurer of Lancaster County 1777-1785; president judge of the court of common pleas in
1780; inventor of the screw auger and the first to suggest steam as a motive power. He died in
Lancaster, and is buried there in Greenwood Cemetery.

For more info about Henry, see: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Henry (gunsmith),
https://archive.org/stream/lifeofwilliamhen00jord#page/n7/mode/2up, and
www.wikitree.com/wiki/Henry-1223.
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It was Sonny’s Exxon at W. Lancaster Ave. and King St.

e i

Donna Kneisly is a truly perceptive scholar because she was the first of many people who
correctly identified the site in the above as Sonny Sciarretta’s Exxon station at 901 West
Lancaster Avenue, at King Street in Downingtown. The photo was taken in 1985, when gas
prices were a lot cheaper, according to Tina Sciarretta. Currently, the former gas station now is
the site of Downingtown Automotive Service, owned and operated by a member of the Sciarretta
family, which has been in business there for more than 44 years. Previously, the gas station was
operated by Jim DiMartin. In 1999, the station was the site of a murder of a tank truck driver
who was making a post-midnight delivery of gasoline.

Our Wish List

The items noted below in bold type are additions to our Wish List, which notes the materials the
Historical Society especially needs to reach its archival goals. Obviously, we’d also love to have
ANY artifact or printed material, which has a Downingtown connection, as well:

e All DHS yearbooks published since 1964. And any yearbooks or newspapers
published by Downingtown and Lionville Junior High Schools.

e Any printed materials related to: the Downingtown Young Whippets, Downingtown
Little League, Downingtown Babe Ruth League or the Downingtown American Legion
Baseball team, and the Downingtown Girls’ Softball League..

e Any printed materials related to the Lionville Youth Association, West Bradford
Youth Association, or the East Brandywine Youth Athletics.

e A digital SLR camera (one that’s more than a basic point-and-shooter) which we’ll use to
photograph donated artifacts in our archival collection. That means we’ll need one that’s capable
of taking pictures, which include tiny details.

If you need more info about either of these requests, please send an email to:
Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org. And if you wish to bring ANY item that has a
Downingtown connection to Ashbridge House, our 306-year-old headquarters on Route 30, next
to the Chick-Fil-A restaurant, we’re open 1-4 PM every Sunday afternoon.
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Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society are: Parry Desmond, president; Ernie
Jameson, vice president; Carol Grigson, treasurer and archivist; Marion Piccolomini, recording
secretary. The board of directors includes: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, Francine Dague, Phil
Dague, Rahn Brackin and Donna Capriotti.

Free ads for Non-Profits

MultiSport Festival

An all-day Downingtown MultiSport Festival will be held on Sunday, Sept. 13 at Kerr Park, Downingtown,
beginning at 9 AM. Events include; a kids’ fun run, a group bike ride, and an adventure challenge, plus CrossFit and
skateboarding tournaments and tae kwon do, roller derby and tennis demonstrations. Proceeds go to Downingtown
Library, Downingtown Skate Park, the Team CMMD Foundation, and the Chester County Hero Fund. For more

info, see: http://downingtownmultisportfestival.org/.

French Boys’ Choir

Les Petits Chanteurs de France will perform a concert at 7 PM on Monday, August 24 at Central Presbyterian
Church, 100 W. Uwchlan Ave., Downingtown. Based in Paris, the choir is comprised of 22 boys between ages 7-17.
They will present a repertoire of classical sacred masterpieces, and lighter theatrical and folk music. No tickets
required; free will be a free-will offering. For more info, contact the church office via 610-269-1576 or
info@cpcdowningtown.org.

Chicken Bar-B-Que

The Alert Fire Co. will have its annual Chicken-Bar-B-Que dinner and bake sale from 4-7 PM on Saturday, August
22 at the firehouse, 122 W. Pennsylvania Ave., Downingtown. Dinners (eat-in or take-out) include a half chicken,
corn on the cob, baked potato, apple sauce, dinner roll, dessert and beverage, all for just $13. There will be advance
ticket sales at the firehouse on Wednesday nights from 7-9 PM and on August 22. For more details, see the Alert’s
website, www.alertfire.org or their Facebook page, www.facebook.com/alertnol?ref=hl.

Community Day in E. Brandywine

The East Brandywine Park and Recreation Commission’s Community Day on Saturday, August 22 at the
Community Park, 444 Dilworth Road, will begin with a 5 K Run, Walk & Kids Run for the Parks at 9:30 AM (See:
https://secondwind.webconnex.com/ebtparks5k), followed by these events and activities from 11 AM to 3 PM. They
will include antique and classic cars, crafters, vendors, great food, music, pony and hay rides, bingo, speed cup
stacking, Shriners Clowns on Cycles, Stubby the Helicopter, police and fire demonstrations, Civil War cavalry,
Chester County Sheriff’s K9 Unit, karate demonstrations, Rita’s Water Ice, fun tennis activities, plus lots of kids’
stuff. New this year will be some members of the Uptown String Band, who will have costumes on display for you
to see, touch, try on and have your picture taken. They will also perform some of their traditional mummers’

songs. Organizations which want to be a part of this year’s Community Day, contact Sandy Lammey or Dave
Summers by leaving a message at the township office at 610-269-8230 or send an email to:
parkandrec@ebrandywine.org.

Drug Take Back Day

The Downingtown Police Department will again partner with the U. S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) to
participate in a Prescription Drug Take-Back Day from 10 AM to 2 PM on Saturday, Sept. 12. This is an opportunity
for the public to safely discard unwanted, unused and expired prescription drugs. Bring your medications for
disposal to Downingtown Borough Hall Annex Building at 4 W. Lancaster Avenue. The service is free and
anonymous, no questions asked. For more information, call 610-269-0344, ext. 200.
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Blood Drive
There will be a Red Cross drive from 1-6 PM on Friday, Aug. 21 at Downingtown Borough Hall annex building.
See www.downingtown.org to register.

Teri’s Run

The 14th annual Teri’s Run and Twilight Walk will be on Friday, September 12, beginning on Green Street in
Downingtown. The event is dedicated to the memory of Downingtown’s Teri Valocchi and all those who have lost
their battle with Scleroderma. This year’s Run will also raise funds for research and raise awareness of Chiari
Malformation, Syringomyelia. The Run donated $15,000 last year to the National Scleroderma Foundation, and it
has raised over $125,000 over the past 13 years for research into the cause and someday a cure for this debilitating
disease. The Kids’ Run begins at 6:30 PM, followed at 7 PM by the 5K Run and the 1.5 mile Walk. The deadline for
pre-registering ($25) is August 28. Registration cost after August 28 is $30 for adults, $20 for students 18 and under,
and $5 for the Kids Run. For more info, see: www.terisrun.org/

Caln Community Day

The Caln Township and the Caln Township Business Group are co-sponsors of the 9" annual Caln Community Day,
from 11 AM to 3 PM on Saturday, Sept. 12 at the Caln Municipal Park in Thorndale. The event will include live
entertainment, food, a children’s area, a flea market sponsored by the Thorndale United Methodist Church and much
more. New this year will be a Caln Police vs Thorndale Fire Department softball game at 2 PM.

Clam Bake

The Lionville Fire Co. will have its annual clam bake from 1-7 PM on Sunday, Sept. 6 at the firehouse on Village
Avenue. Tickets ($40 for adults) can be ordered via: www.ticketriver.com/event/15728. Food includes 3 dozen
clams, plus corn on the cob, hamburgers, hot dogs, deli salads, clam chowder and drinks including beer. Tickets for
kids between 3 and 12 are $20; they don’t include clams or beer. Kids under 3 are free. Activities include live
entertainment and a horseshoe tournament.

Summer Jam

The last of a series of three Summer Jams will be held from 5-9 PM on Friday, August 28 in the Mill Alley Pocket
Park, along East Lancaster Avenue, Downingtown. The event, sponsored by Kimberton Whole Foods, Synergema
and the School of Rock, will include food. crafts and music. For more info, see:
www.downingtownmainstreet.com/calendar.

Candlelight Dinner

Downingtown Borough’s Historic Commission is holding a Log House Candlelight Dinner for 4 raffle to benefit the
placement of the Minquas Cannon at the Veterans Memorial in Kerr Park. Winner will win a Dinner for 4 people at
the Log House in early November. The dinner will be catered by St. Anthony’s Restaurant. Ticket cost: $50. To
purchase tickets, please contact Val at Borough Hall via: Vdiluigi@downingtown.org or 610-269-0344, ext. 200.

Art & Craft Show

Downi ngt o wnHis®ric Camimgsioiwsl hold its annual Log House Art & Craft Show &aturday,
September 19rom noon—4 PM at Kerr Park. Spaces are $98ndor applications and information can be found
on the websitewww.downingtown.org/LogHouseArtCraftShow.html

Brochure on DARC classes & activities

You can gain access to the latest DARC brochure, listing all classes and activities, at: www.darcinfo.com. For more
info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern
Road, Downingtown.

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter

An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by
volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All
are welcome. Visit web page, www.josephspeople.org or just come to a meeting at St. Joseph’s Parish Meeting
Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave Message. Leader: Cheryl
Spaulding, Email: JPCheryl@verizon.net.
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Banquet room for rent

The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a
Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are
reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information.



