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Where and What Is This? 

The first person to correctly identify the site in the photo above will be recognized as a truly                

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org. 

 

What area residents were talking about in early October 1979 
Noted below are news items, which Downingtown area people were talking about 36 years ago. 

 A terror-stricken housewife (whose name the former editor of the now-defunct East Branch 

Citizen still refuses to reveal) provided important information to the police, which helped them apprehend 

the three men who robbed the Brandywine Savings and Loan office at Manor and Pennsylvania 

Avenues in the borough. The Webster Avenue resident noticed that three males had parked a Cadillac on 

her street, and after they started walking toward the borough’s business area, she wrote down the car’s 

license number because she thought the vehicle might have been stolen. A few minutes later she saw the 

men run up her street, jump into the Cadillac, and drive away. That’s why the Downingtown woman 

immediately turned on her police scanner and learned that the savings and loan office had been robbed. 
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Realizing that the men who had parked their car near her house probably were the culprits involved in the 

$3,000 robbery, she contacted the Downingtown Police Department, and provided a description of the 

suspects, their car, and its license number. Based on those tips and other information, the robbers were 

ultimately arrested by the police in West Chester and Philadelphia. 

 Members of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Downingtown, who served as monitors when Pope 

John Paul II celebrated an outdoor Mass during his visit to Philadelphia, were Frank Manetta, Dennis 

McBride, John Francella, Jim McDonald, Victor Taraschi, Al Homan, Dominic Romanelli, and Frank, 

Francis and Michael Saello. Nine busloads of parishioners from St. Joseph’s made the trip to the Mass.  

 George Mershon and Jack McFadden predicted that about 500 people would compete in the fifth 

annual Marshallton Inn Triathalon, an event that included bicycling, canoeing, and walking over 

a 10-mile course in West Bradford Township. Proceeds from each $2 entry fee went to the West 

Bradford Fire Co. The fire company also received a portion of the money earned at the three bars 

the Inn had set up, and part of the $10l fee some participants had paid to rent a canoe. 

 During the 1978-79 school year, 1,357 junior and senior high students—about 40% of all 

of the Downingtown Area School District’s secondary level pupils—played on at least one of 

the 18 interscholastic sports teams.  

 DHS seniors nominated for Homecoming Queen included: Lynn Christman, Sue 

Grigson, Dede Mancini, Tina Talucci, Melanie Wix, Dawn Williams, Sue Colatta, Kim Ritchie, 

Dena Gabriel and Cheryl Scott. 

 Supervisor Earl Cooke reported that Wallace Township expected to buy a 4-acre 

property at Route 282 and Indiantown Road, where a building to house the township’s 

maintenance equipment and other vehicles could be constructed. Part of the tract was already 

being used to hold the township’s salt and cinder supply. 

 The Downingtown Lions Club offered free hearing and glaucoma exams at Downing 

Center. The testing was done by Hershey medical Center. 

 New officers of the Lionville Home and School Association were Susan McVeigh, 

president; Marianne Kozak, vice president; Susie Sparkman, treasurer; Sue Ellen Katancik, 

secretary; and Bobbie Dick, corresponding secretary. Board members included Mary Quirk, 

membership drive; Maddie Kujawski, publicity; Trudy Traynor, ways and means; Kathy Kaiser, 

programs; and Chris Farling and Jacki McCalla, teacher representatives. 

 Ricke Stonewall scored three touchdowns as the DHS football team trounced Spring-

Ford 35-0. Also scoring were Dave Kucera, on a 51-yard pass play, and Teddy Robinson on a 

49-yard run. And TDs were set up by pass interceptions by Kucera and Ed Novak. Coach Chic 

Chiccino also praised the blocking and defensive prowess of Horace Sorenson, eight tackles, and 

Glenn Davis, nine tackles.   

 Spring-Ford also lost to the Whippet field hockey team, as Doreen Warihay scored a goal 

on an assist by Donna Allison. And DHS beat Pottstown 2-0, as Sue Widen and Amy Horne tallied goals. 

 Mark Mathis (3), Joe Woodward, Taylor Ward, Vince Forgione and Dale Russell scored goals, as 

the DHS soccer squad clobbered OJ Roberts 7-0.  

 In addition to placing fourth in the prestigious Steel City Invitational, the DHS cross-country 

team defeated West Chester Henderson and Spring-Ford. Six Downingtown runners—Shawn Urbine, 

Larry Williams, Rob Sanders, Matt Mingione, Steve Beaver and Andy Rolen—were the first runners in 

the Henderson meet, and Sanders set a new course record at Spring-Ford. 

 DHS tennis player Judy O’Connell finished fourth in Ches-Mont singles competition, and 

qualified for District I play.  The doubles team of O’Connell and Pam Smith came in second in the Ches-

Mont championships.  

 And DHS golfer Eric Meyer qualified for the state tournament by coming in second in 

District I competition. 



 Recent property transfers included: 522 Grant Ave., Downingtown, $40,000; 295 

Woodland Ave., Uwchlan, $82,000; 1212 Kerwood Lane, West Bradford, $48,170; 606 

Municipal Drive, Caln, $55,000; 470 Spruce Drive, West Whiteland, $80,700; 100 Evergreen 

Drive, East Brandywine, $77,850; 45 Dorothy Lane, Upper Uwchlan, $74,800; 110 Garris Road, 

East Caln, $45,400; 

 

 

Items published in The Archive in November and December of 1921 
Noted below are interesting snippets of news, published in Downingtown’s weekly 

newspaper during the last two months of 1921. 

 A large majority of Downingtown voters in the general election approved of the borough 

school district proposal to borrow $50,000 to build a new East Ward School. Only 288 residents 

were against the plan, while 531 were in favor of it. The only precinct that voted against the bond 

issue were residents of the Johnsontown section of the borough. There was much concern about 

the referendum on the loan because, several months earlier, borough voters had approved of 

Downingtown contributing $50,000 toward paying for the paving of Lancaster Avenue.    

 Apparently, many of the borough’s taxpayers recognized that there was a real need to 

replace the elementary school because there had significant growth in Downingtown (from 3,300 

in the 1910 federal census to 4,000 in 1920) as well as in the outlying townships, which fed 

students into the borough high school. As a result, total enrollment in Downingtown’s three over-

crowded schools had reached 879 pupils, including 117 who lived in the neighboring townships.  

Worse yet, the four classrooms at the existent East Ward Schools had been condemned as 

“unsuitable for school purposes” by the State Education Department. 

 Downingtown’s American Legion Post made arrangements for the following Armistice 

Day events: a memorial service in the morning in Downing’s meadow for the unknown 

servicemen who died in World War I, followed by a tolling of all community’s church bells; the 

planting of 15 memorial trees along the extension of Pennsylvania Avenue; an afternoon football 

game at the race track infield between the DHS team and the Legion team, which was won by 

the bigger Legionnaires; a banquet, put on by the Legion’s Auxiliary,  at the parish hall of St. 

James Episcopal Church for veterans who served during the Civil War, Spanish-American War 

or World War I. The day ended with a dance at the Minquas Fire Co.  

 Borough Council refused to grant a building permit to the Keystone Auto Service Corp., 

which wanted to erect a gas station at Wagner and Lancaster Avenues. Several months earlier, 

the hoi polloi of East Lancaster Avenue, had petitioned Council to deny the permit request 

because they lived in that “distinctly residential part of the town.”  

 Husbands, who couldn’t figure out what to buy for their wife for Christmas in 1921, had 

an opportunity to buy her a Eureka vacuum cleaner from the Chester Valley Electric Co. (located 

on the second floor of the Downingtown National Bank) if the purchase was made before 

Christmas. Better yet, the deal included a free, complete set of attachments. 

 

 

 

 

 



Remember this place? 

 
Remember when Al Brango’s Coffee Cup was located at the corner of  East Lancaster and 

Wallace Avenues in Downingtown? Several years later, the eating establishment was relocated 

up the street, to 117 E. Lancaster Ave. The ad above was published in the October 17, 1957 

edition of The Archive. This is the first of a series of old ads and photos of local businesses 

retrieved from our archival collection, which we’ll include in the Hist-O-Gram every week.  

 

 



 

It’s the Wheelen House, at 575 Fellowship Road in Upper Uwchlan 

 
Tom Kelly is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person to correctly identify the site in the 

photo above as the Wheelen House, at 575 Fellowship Road in Upper Uwchlan Township.  Built by 

James Wheelen, a farmer, the Georgian-style, mid-18th Century house has been on the National Register 

of Historic Places since 1974. The house was restored in the late 1940s and early 1950s by architect 

Edgar Otto. 

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week 

If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, you can 

receive a copy of our FREE Hist-O-Grams every week by accessing our website: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up box 

on the home page. We won’t share or sell any email addresses. And you can access previously 

published Hist-O-Grams at: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms.html. 
 

Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society are: Parry Desmond, president; Ernie 

Jameson, vice president; Carol Grigson, treasurer and archivist; Marion Piccolomini, recording 

secretary. The board of directors includes: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, Francine Dague, Phil 

Dague, Rahn Brackin and Donna Capriotti. 
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Our Wish List 

The items listed below in our Wish List notes the materials with a Downingtown connection, the 

Historical Society especially needs to reach its archival goals. This week’s list includes an 

addition noted in bold print: 

 A copy of Barbara C. Travaglini’s History of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in 

Downingtown. 

 All DHS yearbooks published since 1964. And any yearbooks or newspapers published 

by Downingtown and Lionville Junior High Schools. 

 Any printed materials related to: the Downingtown Young Whippets, Downingtown  

Little League, Downingtown Babe Ruth League or the Downingtown American Legion Baseball 

team, and the Downingtown Girls’ Softball League. Also, any printed materials related to the 

Lionville Youth Association, West Bradford Youth Association, or the East Brandywine Youth 

Athletics.  

If you need more info about either of these requests, please send an email to: 

Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org. And if you wish to bring ANY item that has a 

Downingtown connection to Ashbridge House, our 306-year-old headquarters on Route 30, next 

to the Chick-Fil-A restaurant, we’re open 1-4 PM every Sunday afternoon. 
 

Free ads for Non-Profits 
 

Art Film/Discussions 
Art Professor Donna Usher will present a series of four Art Film/Discussions at the new Downingtown Library on 

Wallace Avenue, from 5:45-8 PM. The next session will be on Wednesday, Sept. 30. It will focus on the film “The 

Rape of Europa.” The documentary covers the theft, recovery and repatriation of Europe’s art masterpieces during 

and after World War II. Future programs this fall include: Wednesday, October 14, “As Seen Through These Eyes” 

a film on how Holocaust victims created art to document and survive in Nazi camps; and on October 28, “Maya Lin, 

A Strong, Clear Vision,” a story about the Viet Nam Veterans Memorial created by a female, Asian, Yale 

architecture student. It also includes information on public statures created by Maya Lin. All the programs will be 

presented in the library's media room. For more details, contact Karen Smith at 610-269-2741 or e-mail Professor 

Usher at dusher@wcupa.edu.  
 

Field Day 
Downingtown’s Parks and Recreation Commission will sponsor a Field Day from 10 AM to 1 PM on Saturday, 

September 19 at Kerr Park. Activities include: games for kids, prizes, raffles (prizes from Phila. Eagles and Flyers, 

Downingtown Playdium, Longwood Gardens) and a DJ. If you can be a volunteer that day, send an email to: 

downingtownparksandrec@gmail.com. 
 

Flea Market 
The Eagle/Glenmoore Lions Club will have a flea market and craft sale from 8 AM to 1 PM on Saturday, September 

19 at the corner of Park Road and Little Conestoga Road in Eagle. Rain date is 9 AM to 2 PM on Sunday, 

September 20. Those who wish to have a space should contact: rebecca.nash@verizon.net.  
 

Art & Craft Show 
Downingtown Boroughôs Historic Commission will hold its annual Log House Art & Craft Show on Saturday, 

September 19, from noon ï 4 PM at Kerr Park. Spaces are $25. Vendor applications and information can be found 

on the website: www.downingtown.org/LogHouseArtCraftShow.html 
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Candlelight Dinner 
Downingtown Borough’s Historic Commission is holding a Log House Candlelight Dinner for 4 raffle to benefit the 

placement of the Minquas Cannon at the Veterans Memorial in Kerr Park. Winner will win a Dinner for 4 people at 

the Log House in early November. The dinner will be catered by St. Anthony’s Restaurant. Ticket cost: $50.  To 

purchase tickets, please contact Val at Borough Hall via: Vdiluigi@downingtown.org or 610-269-0344, ext. 200. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest DARC brochure, listing all classes and activities, at: www.darcinfo.com. For more 

info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern 

Road, Downingtown.  

 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, www.josephspeople.org  or just come to a meeting at St. Joseph’s Parish Meeting 

Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave Message. Leader: Cheryl 

Spaulding, Email: JPCheryl@verizon.net.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
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