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What & Where Was This? 

 
The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.   

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. We won’t share or sell any email addresses. And you can access previously 

published Hist-O-Grams at: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms.html.  
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The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 
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What was happening here 36 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in the East Branch Citizen in early February 

1981: 

¶ Due to limited parking space close to the churches and their congregations’ continued 

growth in neighboring townships, two Downingtown churches were planning to build larger 

houses of worship. That’s why members of Downingtown United Methodist Church, located 

on Brandywine Avenue in the borough since 1890, decided to build a larger church on an 11-

acre parcel on East Lancaster Avenue in East Caln. The site had been donated to the church by 

Perry Tyson. And members of First Baptist Church were planning to build a new facility at 

Lloyd and Pennsylvania Avenues in the borough, on a 10-acre tract, which had been part of the 

William Lloyd farm. Services had been conducted at First Baptist’s church at Manor and 

Lancaster Avenues since 1891.  

¶ The new Downingtown Professional Plaza, on East Lancaster Avenue, next to the Black 

Hawk Apartments complex, had already leased 72 percent of its office space to physicians and 

other health care providers.  

¶ The Container Corp. was in the process of moving into a plant in Uwchlan’s Pickering 

Creek Industrial Park, in a building formerly occupied by Parke-Davis Pharmaceuticals. The 

firm’s 40-50 employees were manufacturing plastic lids for paper coffee cups. 

¶ Selected to serve on the fire police unit of the Lionville Fire Co. were Joel Gramling, 

Harry Ruth, Ed Millham, John Vandenberg, Rick Gilbert, Ray Rennard, Russ Windle, Mike 

Mihalo, Don Farrell and Linda Glover.  

¶  Officers elected by members of the Tenants Association of St. James Place 

Apartments, on East Pennsylvania Avenue in Downingtown, were Mildred Klunk, president; 

Rose Simone, vice president; Jo Sapper, treasurer; and Catherine Townsley, secretary. 

¶ Raymond Bickings and Mert Heriegel were new members of the board of trustees at 

Marshallton United Methodist Church. Officers of the trustees board were Clinton Fetterman, 

president; Ronald Trimble, vice president, treasurer and the cemetery chairperson; Susan James, 

secretary; and Joseph Chapmen, building chairperson. 

¶  Ordained as leaders at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ in Lionville were elders 

Harry Weaver and Bessie Rogers, deacons Carol Moroney and Donald Raudenbush, and trustees 

Jessie Ball and James Smith.  

¶ Recent property transfers included: 142 Washington Ave., Downingtown, $31,000; 

1641 Farnham Lane, West Bradford, $61,045; 7 Krauser Road, Upper Uwchlan, $ 104,405; 24 

Williams Way, Caln, $56,000; 14 Clearview Drive, East Brandywine, $65,400; 52 Peck Road, 

Uwchlan, $71,000.  

¶ The DHS boys’ basketball team locked up a playoff spot with a 62-37 win over West 

Chester East. Mark Redfern paced the Whippets with 19 points, and Vic Johnson tossed in 11 

markers.  

¶ The DHS wrestling squad ran its Ches-Mont League record to 6-0 with a 54-5 victory 

over West Chester Henderson. Pins were recorded by Sean O’Donnell, Duncan McIntyre, John 

Lucerne, Rick Waltman, Ron Wenk, and Chris Goerlitz. 

¶ The DHS girls basketball squad rallied to beat West Chester East 47-45, as Lisa Lynch 

made a steal with 18 seconds on the clock, and Connie Kramer nailed a 12-footer with three 

seconds left in the game. 



 

It’s the bridge over Beaver Creek at Edge’s Mill Road 

 

Karen Christen is a truly perceptive scholar because she was the first person who correctly 

identified the site in the photo above at the bridge over Beaver Creek at Edge’s Mill Road in 

Caln Township. The bridge was built by Dunleavy Brothers in 1916, and it was added to the 

National Register of Historic Places in 1988. 

 

 

What locals were talking about 61 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in the Downingtown Archive in February 1956: 

¶ Featured actors in the DHS Junior Class play included: Warren Reese, Jane Louise Davis, 

Schuyler Rennard, Dorothy Fisher, Barry Wickersham, Stella Karahalis, Vaughn Yarnall, Robert 

Manning, Douglas Hedrick, Joseph Bird, Ruth Hall, Thomas Hughes, Gwen Curry, Joanne 

Quartucci, Josephine Greenly and Dolores Luminella. 

¶ Local Chevrolet dealer Ray Sheeler was named Downingtown’s “Citizen of the Year” at 

the annual Chamber of Commerce dinner, held at St. Anthony’s Lodge. 

¶ Howard Caskey, resigned as head coach of the DHS football team for health reasons. A 

former Penn State lineman, Caskey’s record as head coach for six years was 32-19-3. 

 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/99/County_Bridge_No._124.jpg


Brief but important 
Here are several interesting advertisements, which were published in early 19th Century 

newspapers: 

¶ An ad, placed by Thomas Davis in the August 29, 1815 edition of Poulson’s American 

Daily Advertiser, published in Philadelphia, claimed that a new “first rate” paper mill, “built of 

the best material,” was for sale in Uwchlan Township. The 20-acre property also included two 

stone dwellings. According to Susannah Brody, local historian: “That’s the mill that became 

Dorlan’s Mill.  (The last owner was the Shryock Brothers. It finally closed less than twenty years 

ago.) There was a fire in 1810 that destroyed the first mill building. This ad refers to the new mill 

that replaced the one that burned, probably built on the original foundation in 1811 or 1812. 

Thomas Davis apparently did not sell the mill in 1815. In 1833 James Dorlan purchased the mill 

from the Davis family. Technically, the remains are located in Upper Uwchlan, but it was in 

Uwchlan at the time of this ad.”  

¶ An ad in the May 10, 1820 edition of West Chester’s Village Record read: “Lewis Bennett 

takes this method to inform his friends and the public generally that he has opened A House of 

Entertainment on the Horseshoe Turnpike, six miles north of Downingtown, at the sign of the 

Mermaid, where travelers or boarders may be conveniently accommodated, either by week or 

day. Being provided with a spacious yard and sufficiency of stabling and sheds for horses and 

wagons, and with all kinds of horse feed, wagoneers will find it an advantageous and convenient 

place to stop at.” Bennett also noted that he by always served “the Best of Liquors, to merit a 

share of the public patronage.” 

¶ Irwin & Torbert, a new store on the Lancaster Turnpike in East Caln, advertised in the 

May 12, 1819 edition of the Village Record that they had a “large assortment of Fresh Goods” 

including “fancy wares” and “nails, spikes and brads at factory prices…all of which will be sold 

cheap for cash.” 

¶ An ad soliciting students to matriculate at Joshua Hoopes’ Downingtown Boarding School 

for Young Men (established in 1817 and located on East Lancaster Avenue), was published in 

the May 26, 1819 edition of the Village Record. It noted that the curriculum included these 

courses: algebra, geography, “mensuration” (a branch of mathematics that measures geometric 

magnitudes, lengths, areas, and volumes), surveying, navigation, spherics, mechanics, astronomy 

and optics. It also noted that lectures on magnetics, electricity and chemistry were delivered to 

the students. Boarding and tuition for one quarter was $45, payable in advance. Reading books 

were supplied without charge; however, students had to pay the “usual prices” were for other 

books and mathematics instruments. 

 

 

How to trace your home’s history 
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on: 

http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_De

edAbstract.pdf. 
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Vintage Ad of the Week 

 

This ad was originally published in the August 21, 1964 edition of the Daily Local News. 

 

 

 



 

Group Photo of the Week 

 
Marjorie Lawn Gazzola, DHS Class of 1957, sent us this montage of individual photos of students 

who were seventh and eighth graders at the Old Thorndale Elementary School in 1928. The 

montage was created by Marjorie’s mother, Evelyn Pennell. The school, located a short distance 

north of Route 30 on Bondsville Road (Route 340) on the right side, as you're driving north, 

apparently was razed in the 1930s. The students pictured above were, left to right: top row, 

Margaret Cloud, Margaret Hilton, Evelyn Pennell Lawn, Russell Fischer; second row, unknown, 

Florence Long, Bob Amway, Sue Mull,  Wilson Skinner, Jack Winning, Ida Miller, Margaret 

Hilton, Harry Hilton; third row, Charles Wilgis, Kirk Beale, Harold Moore, Charles “Bill” 

Oshorne, Ed Russell, Isabella Shofstall, Dorothy Miles, Evelyn Algier, Chester Harple; bottom 

row, Martha Mitchell, James Lawn (Marjorie’s father), Francis Klunk, Clarence Milligan.  

 

 

 

Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society are: Phil Dague, president; Jim Sundman, 

vice president; Marion Piccolomini, recording secretary; Lauren Fagan, treasurer; and Donna 

Capriotti, corresponding secretary. The board of directors includes: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, 

Dennis Walton and Jay Worrall. Carol Grigson is the archivist.  

 
 

 

 



Free Ads for Non-Profit 

Blood Drive 
The American Red Cross will conduct a blood drive from 1-6 PM on Friday, February 24 in the annex of 

Downingtown’s Borough Hall, 4 W. Lancaster Avenue. To pre-register, see: 

www.redcrossblood.org/rcbmobile/drive/chooseDonationTime.jsp .  
 

Volunteer Military and Patriotism 
Robert Boyce, Captain, U.S. Navy (Ret.), nuclear submarine commander, historian and educator, will talk on 

Volunteer Military Service and Patriotism when the West Caln Historical Society meets at 7 PM on Tuesday, 

February 21 at the West Caln municipal building, 721 West Kings Highway in Wagontown. The meeting is free and 

open to the public. . 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Josephôs People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org.  
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